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FROM A CLEAR SKY

By AGNES C. BROGAN.

Ing the sky.

der thing eireled.

“You'dd bhetter get =omeone,
ed, *to help carry me Inside,
but a hroken hone, T guess—awful jar,
but made landing—in thone.” Then the
| man of the aleplane falnted.

When she returnegd with the assure-
ance that help wonld soon eéome,
young mnn turned upon the
ahe propped abont hlm,

“I¥'s  probably nothing to worry
ahout.” he aald slowly, “but yon nev-
er can tell.  Might be Internal injury.
I wondered—Iif yon'd be kind
enongh—to write n sort of—messin o
You could mall it to her from
- he smiled falotly. “*Well,

A girl,
me in ense-
In pither ease” he sald,
Rosnlip hronght her best note-
paper, aod senteil herself close to the
great broken bird, which had soared
townrd the sky.
“Yes" she prompted,
“Begin i.," the man sald steadily,
‘Denrest,” that includes everything”
“Denrest,” Iosalin wrote, and walt-
“Todny only, do I dare to tell yon
that wihich hus long been In my heart,
love you. Alway=. T th'nk T hnve
loved you—" She st waited ns
lay with closod eyes npparently think-

Rosnlin was thinking also,
wished for something to  happen.
Something mirnenlonz hind happened,

with one hlow

Rosalla walked beslde the tangled
hedges of roses in her garden nnd look-
od wistfully up and down the road.

"Reckon," she sald, “we may ns well
give up looking for some one to come
something to happen Susnan
been lonking & good many years."”

The blaek cot who was the lone Hittle
womnn's ‘only companion, nnsweprsd
by a svinpathizing purre.

“Roeme" Rosalin went on, “thnt
Mght to get over expectin
new or pleasant had been coming our
it would have ¢ome when the old
house wns fresh, when futher tended
rose vines und kept them neat,
when carringes drove past our  door
with hoappy folks coming to town
holiday, or stopping In to visit"”

Rounlia sank down upon #  griesy
mound and drew the eat Into her lap,
sllent with her memories,

“Carrloges come no more down our
she told the oat, “it's
nutos now, grent whirring autos )
along the great white rond™
Rosalla rose to her feet smiling whim-
sleally vpward, "anything that
come our way these days, puss, must
drop from out a olear sky."
womnn stood gazing ahsgently upward,
A whirring sonund coming not from the
( maln rond, rent the alr,

It—the wonder thing with the out-

sprend wings of a monster bird sweep-
And before Rosalla conld
catech her astonished hreath, the won-
drooped, and still elr-
cnme crashing toward her own
neglected garden.

Inme,

Like a throbhing monster it Iny In
the wile space heyond the rose hedge
Rosulln. trembiing, rushed to a
man who frantieally beckoned from Its
e was a young man and dead-
white,

womething' had dorted Into

solltde from out n clear sky
mance {tself, was elose to her, and she,
as usual, bhut an onlooker, She thounght
this denrest ‘girl” for nwny, won-
dering if <he had Hstened wearlly for
i gtep that never enme hnck,
‘Denrest girl' Hd not live, she
In an old honse sot far bhack
from the rond, where hiriers and ciares
thiek, to sereon gl chioke voung

The dearest giel's lover hoad

awny vears bhefore, He wus a
voung lover still Noither had heart-
leas parents sent him
n medienl eduention,
country romuance they hnd called
And after twonty-five
years the meniory of that hroken ro-
mance st had power to heing n mist
to Rosalin's hlue oyes

He hidd murrlied—her own lover
long ago—n gay ereature abrond, who
not Jved long enough to return

her hushand to his home,

when he hand retarned, taking up

venrs his father's practice

mediecine, Rosalln kKept resotutely
proudly out of his way,

Az an auto rounided the enrve,
Jumped apprehensively to her feet
hurried Into the house. T was
same step she remembered, which now
erossed the poreh, as the doctor
the avintor upon his aown hrond
baek. The Rinie confident lnneh
which echoed back from her sitting
FoOOm,

Presently the doctor sought her ont.

“We shill need yon" he =yid,
hig eves were uapon her, as he talked

1 .'5"“""

And larer when Rosalla and her low
of long oo stood together heslde
the airplane In the garden,
bent to pick up o plece of paper
"Denrest,” he read, “today only
1 dare to tell you that which hus long
heen in my heart, [ love you. Always,
I think, T have loved you
e turned, as he was leaving, to pot
the puper into Rosalin's handd
“T will come ngnin this evening” he

And ag she would have continued

young lover's letter, she saw

nenth her own handwriting o hastily
added Hine:

“This 18 my message to you, Rosalla,
message L myself, would have
written,'

Aml when the moon shone thronegh
the old hose windows at evening

numit e f v v Hatening for

ibaprr Unjom)
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we've

. I anything

Anid as the

Then she saw

he gasp-
Nothing

cushions

She had

Ilut the
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Killing romanes—

the doetor



